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REMARKS 

The application has been amended as needed so as to 
place it in condition for disposal at the time of the next 
Official Action. 

The Official Action had objected to the drawings as 
failing to comply with 37 CFR §1.84 (p) (4), as reference character 
"7" was used to designate both a grooving roll, as well as an 
intermediate layer. Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 
§1.121 (d) were required when responding to the outstanding 
Official Action. 

As was pointed out above, accompanying this amendment 
is a replacement sheet for Figures la, lb, 1c and Id, wherein 
each reference character w 7" in Figure lb has been replaced to 
read --17--. Naturally, a corresponding change has been made 
to the specification in the first full paragraph of page 5. 

The Official Action had objected to the disclosure, as 
it allegedly contained numerous grammatical errors. By the 
present amendment, it will be seen that the Primary Examiner's 
helpful suggestions have been adopted with thanks. Specifically, 
it is believed that the specification as amended is free of any 
grammatical error. 

Claims 1-4 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over International Publication WO 98/45829 in view 
of BARON 2003/0206211. The Official Action states that the 
international publication discloses a method and system of 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS : 

The attached sheet of drawings includes changes to 
Figure lb. This sheet, which includes Figures la, lb, lc and Id, 
replaces the original sheet including Figures la, lb, lc and Id. 
In Figure lb, each of the grooving rolls "7" has been renumbered 
as --17--. 
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placarding, in much the same manner as recited in applicant's 
claims. The claims appear to differ from the international 
publication in failing to specify feeding a sheet of corrugated 
cardboard through a printing unit and printing matter on at least 
one surface of the sheet by a digital print -on-demand technique, 
and in a subsequent process step in-line with the printing step, 
making at least one score or groove in the sheet of corrugated 
cardboard in the feeding direction. The secondary reference to 
BARON is relied upon as teaching these features. It is concluded 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to have used the printing and scoring method of BARON with 
the placarding method of the international publication so as to 
produce a printed and scored placarding sheet in a single process 
without the need for operator intervention. 

Claims 5-6 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over the international publication in view of BARON, 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of SCHIRER 
5,960,848. The tertiary reference to SCHIRER is relied upon as 
allegedly teaching a placarding sheet comprising corrugated 
cardboard with an outer layer of bleached, kraft paper. 

Reconsideration of the above rejections is respectfully 
requested for the following reasons. 

By the present amendment, it will be seen that newly 
presented independent claims 10 and 13 include the subject matter 
formerly recited in claims 1 and 5, and 4 and 5, respectively. 
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Thus, these independent claims call for a sheet of corrugated 
cardboard, comprising a laminate having an inner core of 
corrugated cardboard, at least one outer layer of bleached 
calendered liner and a moisture barrier in the form of a 
hydrophobic or liquid impervious intermediate layer located 
between the outer layer of calendered liner and the inner layer 
of corrugated cardboard. Indeed, a principal and characteristic 
feature of the present invention is to have a moisture barrier 
between the outer layer of calendered liner, and the inner layer 
of corrugated cardboard. 

In sharp contrast, in the international publication, 
the moisture barrier is outside the printing surface, as is 
indicated on page 5, lines 5 and 6. Consequently, the process of 
the international publication is not as rational or effective as 
the process of the present invention, where immediately after the 
pattern is printed on the sheet, at least one groove is scored, 
and the sheet is folded. 

It is respectfully submitted, that when considering the 
teachings of the international publication, and that of BARON and 
SCHIRER, there would be no reason, motivation or suggestion to 
combine their respective teachings in the manner necessary to 
achieve the herein claimed invention. Indeed, it is only with 
knowledge gleaned from applicant's disclosure, that the above 
prior art was mosaically combined to recreate a facsimile of 
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applicant's invention. It is respectfully submitted that such a 
combination is predicated on impermissible hindsight. 

Claims 7-9 were rejected under 35 USC §103 (a) as being 
unpatentable over the international publication in view of BARON 
and SCHIRER as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of 
SHAW et al. 4,272,569. The quaternary reference to SHAW et al . 
is relied upon as teaching paper having an intermediate layer 
which is a thermoplastic polymer. 

While the SHAW et al . reference may disclose a feature 
for which it was relied upon, it nevertheless fails to remedy the 
fundamental shortcomings of the basic combination of the 
international publication taken in view of BARON and SCHIRER, so 
as to render the herein claimed subject matter obvious within the 
meaning of 35 USC §103. 

In view of the present amendment and the foregoing 
remarks, therefore, it is believed that this application has been 
placed in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and allowance 
on the basis of new claims 10-17 are accordingly earnestly 
solicited. 

In the event that there are any questions relating to 
this amendment or to the application in general, it would be 
appreciated if the Examiner would telephone the undersigned 
attorney concerning such questions so that the prosecution of 
this application may be expedited. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-012 0 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 



YOUNG Sc THOMPSON 




Benoit Castel, Reg. No. 35,041 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 



(703) 979-4709 

BC/lrs 
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APPENDIX : 

The Appendix includes the following item: 
- replacement drawing sheet 
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